NOEL McKENNA

Born in Brisbane, Queensland in 1956, Noel studied architecture at Queensland University in
1974 and 1975. He continued his education at Brisbane College of Art from 1976 to 1978 and
then at Alexander Mackie College, Sydney in 1981. Since then he has exhibited extensively in
Australia and overseas, holding solo exhibitions in Melbourne, Brisbane, Sydney, Adelaide and
Hobart, as well as Korea, Hong Kong, Japan, Ireland and New Zealand. He won the Sulman
Prize in 1994 and has been awarded the Trustees Watercolour Prize at the Art Gallery of New
South Wales five times since 1997. In 2001 he won the Melbourne Savage Club Prize for
Painting and the Mosman Prize in 2003. His work is held in all major state and regional
galleries, and important public and corporate collections throughout Australia and overseas.
McKenna currently lives and works in Sydney.
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2010 Drawings from the Bath, Darren Knight Gallery, Sydney
29cms Closer, Brett McDowell Gallery, Dunedin, New Zealand
Clay Works, Heiser Gallery, Queensland
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The Weekly Bus-Rail Ticket: Noel McKenna, National Art School Gallery, New
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Yamaki Art Gallery, Osaka, Japan
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Greenaway Art Gallery, Adelaide

2004 Darren Knight Gallery, Sydney
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S.M.H. Watercolours 1997-2001, Darren Knight Gallery, Sydney

2000 Southland, Darren Knight Gallery, Sydney
1999 Niagara Galleries, Melbourne

Greenaway Art Gallery, Adelaide
1998 Bowen Galleries, Wellington, New Zealand

Darren Knight Gallery, Sydney
Total Museum of Contemporary Art, Seoul, Korea
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Roz MacAllen Gallery, Brisbane
Dick Bett Gallery, Hobart

Niagara Galleries, Melbourne

Ars Multiplicata, Sydney

12 Sturt Street, Sydney
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Wynne Prize, Art Gallery of New South Wales, Sydney

Observing Sydney, View of and from Observatory Hill, S H Ervin Gallery, Sydney
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Celebrating the Centenary of Morandi’s Birth, Garry Anderson Gallery, Sydney
Wynne Prize Exhibition, Art Gallery of New South Wales, Sydney

Visual Instincts, Holdsworth Galleries, Sydney

Niagara Galleries at Hill-Smith Fine Art Gallery, Adelaide
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Wynne Prize, Art Gallery of New South Wales, Sydney
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Western Mining Collection, Western Australia
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2012
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Art, Sydney, 2009

Step Right Up!, exhibition catalogue, Albury City Art Gallery, New South Wales, 2009
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2008 Doug Moran National Portrait Prize, exhibition catalogue, State Library of New South
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Katie Dyer, The Weekly Bus-Rail Ticket: Noel McKenna, exhibition catalogue, National Art
School Gallery, New South Wales, 2008

Noel McKenna, exhibition catalogue, Darren Knight Gallery, Sydney, 2008

Merryn Gates ‘A long story in short bites’, Who Let the Dogs Out: The Dog in Contemporary
Australian Art, exhibition catalogue, Lake Macquarie City Art Gallery, NSW, 2008

Peter Fay, ‘Freshly dropped dung’, and Glenn Barkley, ‘ A Game of dreams within dreams’,
Bloodlines: Art and the Horse, Hawkesbury Regional Gallery, New South Wales, 2007
Barbara Flynn (ed.), Emerge and Review: A look into the UBS Australian art collection, UBS,
2007

Gregory O’Brien, ‘Sheltered Life — Noel McKenna’, Anne Loxley. ‘The light’s on but is anybody
home?’, Sheltered Life, exhibition catalogue, City Gallery, Wellington, 2005

Anne Ryan, Merrylands, exhibition catalogue, Niagara Publishing, Melbourne, 2005

Lesley Harding, ‘Marks in Time: Music, Movement and the Sound of Painting’, Dr lan Greig,
‘Paint it Black: Art Music and the Aesthetics of Synesthesia’, The Sound of Painting, exhibition
catalogue, Victorian Arts Centre, Melbourne, 2005 *

Greg O’Brien, ‘Real life replica’, Noel McKenna Australia, exhibition catalogue, Niagara
Galleries, Melbourne, 2003

Felicity Fenner, Noel McKenna Animal Works, 1977-2003, exhibition catalogue, Dubbo
Regional Gallery, 2003

Laura Murray Cree, Awesome! Australian Art for Contemporary Kids, Craftsman House,
Sydney, 2002

Gregory O’Brien, After Bathing at Baxter’s: Essays and Notebooks, Victoria University Press,
2002

Noel McKenna, exhibition catalogue, Darren Knight Gallery, Sydney, 2002

Found and Lost, exhibition catalogue, Niagara Galleries, Melbourne, 2001

Noel McKenna, exhibition catalogue, Darren Knight Gallery, Sydney, 2001

Christopher Heathcote, Bernard Smith and Terry Smith, Australian Painting 1788-2000, Oxford
University Press, Melbourne, 2001

Damien Wilkins, Southland, exhibition catalogue, Darren Knight Gallery, Sydney, 2000
Parihaka, exhibition catalogue, City Gallery, Wellington, New Zealand, 2000

Noel McKenna, exhibition catalogue, Greenaway Art Gallery, 2000

Gregory O'Brien, Noel McKenna, exhibition catalogue, Niagara Galleries, Melbourne, 1999
Heat 5, Australia’s International Literary Quarterly, Giramondo Publishing, 1997

Robin Wallace-Crabbe, Noel McKenna, exhibition catalogue, National Portrait Gallery, 1997
Neville Drury, Images 2 - Contemporary Australian Painting, Craftsman House, 1994

Anne Loxley, Noel McKenna, exhibition catalogue, Niagara Galleries, Melbourne, 1994
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Felicity Fenner, The New Metaphysics, exhibition catalogue, lvan Dougherty Gallery, New South
Wales
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Small Works - Wide Vision, Downlands Art Exhibition, Queensland

Glenn R. Cooke, exhibition catalogue, 1991

Anne Loxley, exhibition catalogue, 1991
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Nevill Drury, New Art Three, Craftsman House Press, 1989

Daniel Thomas, Outlines in Australian Art - The Joseph Brown Collection, Macmillan, 3rd ed,
1989
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Dan Chappell, ‘It just gets better...", Art News New Zealand, Autumn 2009
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Tracy Clement, ‘Visitor from outer space’, The Sydney Morning Herald, 7-13 March 2008
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Renée Gerlich, ‘Sheltered life’, Salient, Issue 20, August 2005
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Judith White, ‘Art’s law’, Look: Art Gallery of New South Wales, March 2001

Raymond Gill, ‘Art fair attracts usual controversy’, The Age, 5 October 2000

Courtney Kidd, ‘Understated power’, Sydney Morning Herald, 2 August 2000
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Adam Dutkiewicz, ‘There’s a little bit for everyone’, The Advertiser, 10 December 1998
Sarah Thomas, ‘The silent world of Noel McKenna’, Imprint, vol. 33, no. 3, 1998
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